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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must 
show every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the 
"destination hold circuit", "first destination receive circuit", "second destination 
receive circuit", "destination read circuit", "destination compose circuit", 
"processing device", "a first compose circuit", "a second compose circuit", "a 
transmit circuit", "a compare circuit", "a circuit to receive an information element", 
and "a circuit to transmit at least a portion of the information element" (Claims 1- 
8), "a first circuit", "a first receive circuit", "a second receive circuit", "read circuit", 
and "processing device" (Claims 27-29), etc. must be shown or the feature(s) 
canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. 
Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not 
be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate 
figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the 
remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the 
brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional 
replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining 
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figures. Tine replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the 
page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the 
drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant 
will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying 
out his invention. 

3. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one 
skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to 
make and/or use the invention. 

Claims call for ATM transmission device including specific circuit elements 
such as "destination hold circuit", "first destinatiiDn receive circuit", "second 
destination receive circuit", "destination read circuit", and "destination compose 
circuit", "processing device", "a first compose circuit", "a second compose circuit", 
"a transmit circuit", "a compare circuit", "a circuit to receive an information 
element", "a circuit to transmit at least a portion of the information element", etc. 
(Claims 1-8), and "a first circuit", "a first receive circuit", "a second receive circuit", 
"read circuit", "processing device" (Claims 27-29). Further, method claims call for 
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the functions which are to be performed among the intended circuit elements. 
However, the specification fails to provide a meaningful description of the recited 
circuit elements and interconnections and interactions among the recited circuit 
elements. First of all, there is no figure showing anything close to what is claimed 
in the apparatus claims. Thus, it is not known what the physical configuration of 
the claimed device is like. Second of all, the functional description based on the 
flow charts (Figs. 1a-1d) does not have clear correspondence to the claim 
limitations. For example, the portion of the specification at page 8, [0022] seems 
to describe loosely what is claimed in claim 1 . However, i) it is difficult to 
determine whether the "selector code", "selector identification", and "selector 
content" all mean the same thing, or different things, ii) it is not clear what is 
being done with the comparison result (correspondence may mean an identity, 
etc. - what does that mean?), and iii) it takes a guess work to determine whether 
or not the subsequent data message reflected back is what is being claimed as a 
to-be transmitted second data. 

Moreover, specification is very obscure in what is being done at the 
source transmission device and what is being done at the destination 
transmission device. In some portions of the specification, it seems that the 
connection is established between the source transmission device and the 
destination transmission device, and all the functions are performed between 
these two devices, however, in some other portions of the specification, the 
functions are described to be performed involving other entities (such as in page 
6, [0014]). Further, at page 7, [0017] seems to describe opposite of what is 
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shown at block 122 of Fig. 1a. Overall, the description is confusing and requires 
guess work to figure out what the content really means, probably mainly due to 
lack of description relating to meaningful drawing figures. 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-8, 10-19, 21, and 23-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 , all the circuit elements are recited as "destination" circuit 
elements; does it mean that the preamble should recite a "first ATM destination 
device" instead of "first ATM transmission device"? Also, by reciting a 
"transmission" device, is it applicant's intention to limit the function of it to 
"transmission" only? At line 3, it is not clear what the "determined selector 
identification" is all about - what is selector identification, and what is it 
determined from, and by what? At lines 4-5, it is not clear between what devices 
the "connection" is established. At lines 10-13, it is not clear what is the meaning 
of the "second message having a to-be transmitted second data—". 

In claim 3, it is not clear what is meant by "the transmitted second data is 
the to-be received first data"; how is it possible for the transmitting entity to know 
what is to-be received in the future to transmit that data ahead of receiving it? 

In claim 5, it is not clear if the second ATM transmission device is yet 
another device in addition to the recited "first ATM transmission device" "ATM 
source transmission device", and an implied 'destination device'. It is not clear 
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how its functions are interrelated witli the other recited devices. For example, is 
the first ATM data message from the ATM source transmission device or from 
the second ATM transmission device? Further, at lines 6-7, it is not clear what 
"an ATM transmission device" is referring to when the "transmit circuit" is 
included in the "second ATM transmission device". At lines 8-9, it is not clear 
what "transmitted first data" and "received second data" are referring to since the 
point of transmission and reception are not clear and also because the terms are 
not consistent with one another (i.e., "the transmitted first data" vs. "first ATM 
data message", and "the received second data" vs. "the second data message", 
etc.). 

In claim 10, lines 2-4, it is not clear if the "start up message" is yet another 
message sent in addition to the "setup message" and the "first data message". 
Also, it is not clear if the "attaching" step is a sub-step of the "sending" step. 

In claim 1 1 , lines 2-3, it is not clear if "the second ATM device" is referring 
to the "second ATM transmission device". At lines 5-6, it is not clear if "the 
second ATM transmission" should be "the second ATM transmission device". 

In claim 12, line 4, it seems that "sent" should be deleted. 

In claim 13, lines 6-7, "having a received first data" seem to be a 
redundant language, which renders indefiniteness. At line 8, "the first address 
selector byte" lacks antecedent basis. At line 9, it is not clear what is meant by "a 
special address selector byte of the first transmission device" - is the address 
selector byte a portion of data describing the identity of the first transmission 
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device, or is the byte simply stored in the first transmission device, or something 
else? 

In claim 14, "line 3, "the data message" lacks antecedent basis. 

In claim 16, it is not clear what is intended by reciting "an ATM 
transmission device", "a first ATM transmission device", "the ATM transmission 
device", and "the first ATM transmission device" in a confusing manner. At line 8, 
"the selector content" lacks antecedent basis. Throughout the claim, it is not 
made clear what is meant by "first selector content', "the selector content", and "a 
selector identification". 

In claim 21 , one of "at least one of should be deleted. 

In claim 23, lines 7-8, it is not clear what the functions of fourth means are; 
is it "reading" and "comparing"? How does the term "the destination" fit in with the 
rest of the recitation? At lines 9-1 2, it is not clear what the functions of the fifth 
means are. How does the term "the destination" fit in with the rest of the 
recitation? 

In claim 25, it is not clear what is meant by "the transmitted second data is 
the to-be received first data"; how is it possible for the transmitting entity to know 
what is to-be received in the future to transmit that data ahead of receiving it? 

In claim 26, "the setup message destination receive circuit means", "the 
data message destination receive circuit means", "the destination read circuit 
means", and "the destination compose circuit means" lack antecedent basis. 

In claim 27, several terms are interchangeably (and not interchangeably) 
used and therefore are indefinite in meaning, therefore the usage of the terms 
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"selector code byte identification", "a selector code", "the selector code byte 
identification from the source", "a first selector content", "the stored selector code 
byte identification", and "the selector identification binary value" need to be 
clarified. At lines 7-8, it is not clear between what the connection is established. 
In claim 28, "the to-be transmitted second data" lacks antecedent basis. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The Gazier et al. Patent, the Davis et al. Patent, the 
Mauger et al. patent, the Jeong patent, and the Shirakawa patent are cited for 
further references. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Min Jung whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3127. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Thursday, Friday 
7:30 - 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Chau Nguyen can be reached on 703-272-3126. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



MJ 

January 14, 2005 




Primary Examiner 



